





It has been a while since our last issue and since then we 
have been quite busy. We went down to the Without Borders Anar¬ 
chist gathering in San Fransisco and were able to meet many com¬ 
rades. We enjoyed the aathering, felt that we learned some things 
but also felt that It showed many failings in the movement. Here 
in North America, many anarchists have not determined their per¬ 
spectives and, as a result, have not developed a focus on revol¬ 
utionary struggle. This was something we mentioned in the last 
issue and was apparant in the S.F. Gathering. 

Here, at the end of January, there will be a regional gather- 
ing for the Pacific North-West area. There is a noticeable lack 
of interest within the Vancouver anarchist community-towards this 
event and any preperations for it. It is becoming clear that 
there Is a division developing in the scene between younger rad¬ 
icals who want to build a movement, and the "more established an¬ 
archists who seem content to stay put in their isolated projects. 
We hope the gathering will focus on the weaknesses of the move¬ 
ment and be a step towards developing revolutionary perspectives 
and our communities. We can only take the right steps if we are 
going In the right direction. The movement’s lack of anti-patr¬ 
iarchal and anti-capitalist struggle without an international 
perspective is taking the movement in the wrong direction. What 
is apparent Is that we are not going anywhere, the gatherings can 
be somethina to be utilized to change this. 

This issue is dedicated to the Palestinian people in their 
struggle for self-determination. December 9th marks the second 
year of the Intifada. 

LET'S BUILD A REVOLUTIONARY RESISTANCE!!! 
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Picket in Vancouver Sept 28/89 3 -s psirt of Inter 
national protests against the IMF. 



In Sept, nazi skins went on a graffiti run which 
was quickly altered. Above, Aryan Resistance 
Movement (ARM) is changed to’FARM'. It now app¬ 
ears they ve gone back to their holes in the 
ground. 


On November 18/89, a “gala” 
evening for the “environmentally con¬ 
cerned” bourgeois was held in one of the 
richest hotels in Vancouver. This event, 
a benefit for the Amazonian rainforests, 
was organised by the Western Canada 
Wilderness Committee. The WCWC is an en¬ 
vironmentalist organization which has, in the 
last few years, with ecological concerns 
becoming widespread, managed to ride this 
tidal wave of “social awareness”. This has 
meant, for the WCWC, massive increases in 
donations, in publicity, in “respectability”. 

Like ail large, beauracratic, one- 
issue organizations, the WCWC has done a 
good job of distributing information on 
rainforest depletion, poor logging practices, 
and other dangerous environmental concerns, 
albeit in a narrow perspective. 

This narrow perspective became 
more pronounced on Nov. 18. It was not 
enough that WCWC had its public office in the 
Gastown area of Vancouver,a bourgeois 
tourist area spotted with many Native Indian 
art shops selling traditional masks, blankets, 
and jewellery at incredibly high prices, tourist 
shops with plaques, souveners, etc. Which 
class the WCWC has focussed its efforts 
towards is quite clear: those who profit from 
the exploitation of people. The WCWC has 
clearly come to the conclusion that “saving 
the world” lies in the pocket books of the 
upper-middle and ruling classes. Of course, 
this isn’t much different than most large single 
issue organisations, be it ecological, or 
peace. 

The dinner, which had a “no host 
bar...exotic hor d’oeuvres” and an option on 
black ties, had tickets available for $100 per 
person. A door prize had a weekend for 2 in a 
Hotel Vancouver suite. 

The slogan signed at the bottom of 
the poster was “Be a leader in saving Earth’s 
rainforests...Order your tickets Now”. 

Once again, the contradictions of a 
capitalist, class structured society were 
avoided. Not only in the many slick info 
sheets the WCWC has produced, but in the 
very dinner itself. At $100 a plate, how much 
of the economic social spectrum was ex¬ 
cluded did not seem to concern them. Like 



the new environmentally safe products 
produced, the exploited classes are unable to 
fully participate. 

So, aside from the many contradic¬ 
tions in the ecological movement, its narrow 
perspective, its lack of class analysis, its lack 
of critique of capitalism, some comrades in 
Vancouver found the outrageous $100 
dinners too much & decided to intervene. 

A picket was held at the Hotel 
Vancouver, where leaflets were distributed, a 
banner displayed, and some of the bourgeois 
ridiculed. Especially those in fur coats. 
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AGAINST BIO AND GENE-TECHNOLOGY 



On May 8/89 the Canadian state 
introduced Bill C-15, the Plant Breeders 
Rights Act (PBR). It passed a second 
reading on June 28, and the state intro¬ 
duced closure to end debate. This legisla¬ 
tion would provide for the patenting of new 
plant van ties, that is, genetically engineered. 
The impact of this bill will be the development 
of new forms of exploitation carried out by 
capital, both in Canada & in the countries of 
the Three continents. 

The major players behind this new 
technology are multinational corporations. 
During the last 20-30 years, multinationals 
such as Ciba-Geigy & Shell oil have become 
increasingly involved in the bio-technology 
field, most specifically for the agri-business. 
The development and manipulation of seeds 
and plants is now big business. The multina¬ 
tionals dominate the market, as is their na¬ 
ture, creating new needs in order to sell new 
products. 

In Canada, genetically altered seeds 
designed for hybrid growth, to improve the 
harvest or the quality of the plants, creates 
less need for the family farm. Indeed, it 
becomes obsolete as the small business can in 
no way afford the new bio-technology, cannot 
invest in it, and in this way cannot compete. It 
is either absorbed into the multinationals in¬ 
frastructure or is economically crushed. 

Under the guise of “fighting hunger”, 
a hunger created by imperialism, this new 
technology will be, in fact has been, used 
extensively in the Three continents. It means 
increased dependence on an already vicious 
circle. Despite the fact that many of the initial 
plants and seeds were taken from tropical re¬ 
gions located in the 3 continents, after hun¬ 
dreds of years of natural development, the 
people of these regions are forced to create 
even larger debts via the IMF & World Bank 
to purchase the genetically altered seeds 
(which they must do to increase productivity 
to pay off the debts), then the machinery and 
chemicals, necessary for their growth and 
harvest. The seeds, the farm equipment, the 


chemical fertilizers pesticides are all sup¬ 
plied by the metropoles. In 1980, developing 
countries paid about $2 billion by way of 
royalties & fees, primarily to advanced indus¬ 
trial countries. This same year, advanced 
industrial countries accounted for about 65% 
of all patents granted, East bloc countries for 
29%, & developing countries 6% (mostly to 
non-resisdents). 

Much has been said of the deadly 
chemicals used in growing cash-crops, such as 
fertilizers & pesticides. In Guatemala up to 
40 workers a day are treated for pesticide 
poisoning. Up to 40,000 a year are believed 
to die from pesticide poisoning. Defective 
pesticides & fertilizers illegal in Canada & 
the US, are sold to developing countries. The 
average DDT content in human blood in 
Guatemalan cotton workers is 520.6 parts per 
billion, compared to 46.2 in Florida. Besides 
DDT there are others, such as Toxaphene & 
Parathion both banned in the US. Parathion 
was developed by the nazis & is 60 times more 
toxic than DDT. 

In 1988 the Economist reported 
“Chemical companies have spent 810 billion 
or so in as many years buying up seed compa¬ 
nies world-wide”. These chemical & pharma¬ 
ceutical companies include Pioneer Hi-Bred, 
Sandoz, Dekalb-Pfizer, Upjohn , Limagrain, 
Shell Oil, ICI, Ciba-Geigy, Orson , & Cargill 
They are the worlds ten largest seed compa¬ 
nies. Six sell seeds in Canada already. 7 of 
these are involved in the production & devel¬ 
opment of crop chemicals. It is estimated that 
more than 50% of agricultural bio-technology 
research & development within private in¬ 
dustry is focused on building the tolerance of 
new seed varieties to higher and higher levels 
of agricultiural chemicals, produced by these 
same companies. The calculated result is 
more sales of fertilizers and pesticides, and 
more deaths in the Three continents. 

Shell oil shows the use of bio-tech¬ 
nology to adapt to changing markets in creat¬ 
ing a world market in which all its products 
are connected to each other. Shells involve¬ 


ment in bio-technology is used in both the 
agricultural and energy sectors. From sugar 
cane it’s possible to make pure alchohol, which 
serves as a petrol-replacing fuel. In Brazil, 
pure alchohol supplies 35% of the market, 
Shell owning 22%. 

Critics of Bill C-15, and the patent¬ 
ing of life forms, base their arguements around 
the present monopoly of this technology by 
corporations, indicating it isn’t so much the 
technology they’re opposed to but the abuse of 
it. There are, however, more dangerous im¬ 
plications. 

The manipulation of plants, bacte¬ 
ria, animals and humans, of nature itself, 
cannot be seperated from one another. The 
technology of reproduction now being prac¬ 
tised on wimmin have been developed & in 
use for years in factory farming, to create 
higher production levels of cattle, pigs, chick¬ 
ens etc. Artificial insemination, deep freeze 
embryos & embryo transfer are some ex¬ 
amples. In this way, fertilisation takes place 
outside of the womb, where it can be geneti¬ 
cally manipulated. With this, the “ where, 
when, & what kind of new sorts of plants or 
animals or people are raised or born can be 
controlled”. For capital this means, as they do 
with animals, identifying those people who 
posess the best genetic characteristics for 
withstanding poisoned enviorenments, mis¬ 
erable working conditions, & maximum ex¬ 
ploitation. For instance, in W. Germany, 
studies have been carried out for years at the 
Institute for Human Genetics on the increas¬ 
ing sensitivity of genes to radioactivity. The 
practise of genetic selection & culling has 
drawn comparisons to the plans developed by 
the nazis, and in fact much of this technology 
has come from the studies the nazis carried 
out in the concentration camps. The director 
of the above-mentioned institute in W. Ger¬ 
many in 1951 was a leading nazi expert on 
racial purity. 

But much of this reproduction tech¬ 
nology is for the metropoles, in part to counter 
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OWN. GATHERING '89 © 


This summer, the Obnoxious Wim- 
min's Network put together an anarchist 
wimmin's gathering. Taking place in 
Oakland the two days before the San Fran- 
sisco Anarchist Gathering happened, the 
O.W.N. gathering was attended by @ wimmin 
coming to the Bay area for the weeks events as 
well as local political wimmin. 

The first day everyone arrived in the 
afternoon, helped clean the warehouse (thanx 
to everyone who lived there for donating the 
space), met, talked, etc. We all has dinner, then 
in the evening had performances by The Moon 
Has Fat Thighs, Yeastie Girls, Dee Williams, 
Scarlott O'Hara, and The Blue Vulva Under¬ 
ground. It was great having so many wimmin 
, together, dancing, and not worrying about 
over-agressive assholes. 

The second day was divided up into 
different workshops. The first workshop was 
on self defence. This went through the mental 
preperations, physical defence, etc. in attack 
situations. Wimmin got to role-play attack 
scenes and offer sugestions to each other. The 
next time period was divided into two work¬ 
shops, one on home health skills, and one on 
sexual diversity and intolerance. The health 
workshop talked about yeast infections and 
other wimmin's health problems, and demon¬ 
strated home vaginal exams, and what a yeast 
infection really looked like. The sexual diver¬ 
sity workshop d ivided into two seperate groups, 
each a discussion on our different sexualities 
and intolerance of those choices from within 
our own communities and mainstream society. 
Then there was a workshop on home abortion 
techniques, specifically the menstral extraction 
method. The "how-to's" were talked about as 
well as organising into groups of wimmin who 
could do this for a community. The wimmin in 





prisons workshop was given by Rita Brown, 
who talked of her own time in prison as well as 
what was happening to other wimmin prison¬ 
ers, especially political prisoners. She also talked 
of the added oppression of being a dyke in 
prison. The next workshop was on the sex- 
trade industry and around 15 wimmin talked of 
their involvement in jobs ranging from peep- 
shows to prostitution to phone sex to sex mov¬ 
ies. Questions were answered and support and 
networking among the sex-trade workers took 
place. The last workshop was on racism, and 
unfortunatly, by this time, many wimmin had 
left. Those who had stayed talked about racism 
and oppression of wimmin of colour from within 
the wimmin's communities. It became obvious 
that racism was still very present in that room. 


Dee Russell 







and that some wimmin were very unaware of it. 
It definatly showed we have a long way to go in 
our unlearning racism. 

Overall, the gathering was extremely 
positive. Within the four walls of the ware¬ 
house was a safe place from men and sexual 
harassment. It was a place high with energy 
and empowering for wimmin to learn from 
each other. 

As everywhere, the wimmin's gather¬ 
ing still had problems with racism, classism, 
homophobia, and able-bodyism. We obviously 
need to concentrate on these areas to make any 
future events safe for all wimmin. 

Thanx alot to all the wimmin who 
helped organise, volunteer, gave workshops, 
performed, and donated the space. It was great. 


a decreasing birth-rate which will lead to 
labour shortages, and to develop the maxi¬ 
mum exploitation of this labour. In the 
periphary, bio-technology is applied to de¬ 
crease the population. Again under the guise 
of “fighting hunger”, the population policy for 
these people means forced sterilisation, such 
as in mexico whre over 2 million wimmin have 
been sterilised, in Puerto Rico 40%. It means 
dangerous pharmaceutical products, birth 
control pills 20 times stronger than ones on 
the market in N. america, injections effective 
up to 3 months which leave about 75 out of 
every 100 wimmin sterilised for life. For capi¬ 
tal, the over-population in the 3 continents 
means less profits & a greater potential for 
unrest. 

For the military also, there is a lot to 
be gained in the field of chemical and biologi¬ 
cal warfare, and in developing “super sol¬ 
diers”; “Possibly we could use ‘human engi¬ 
neering' to immunise our soldiers against 
stress just as today we inoculate against dis- 





ease”, as stated in NATOs Airland Battle 
2000 plan. 

These are conditions under which 
gene & bio-technology are being developed & 
under which they'll be put into practise. The 
patriarchal & capitalist drive for maximum 
exploitation is the guiding hand to the new 
technologies. Once again, our sights must be 
set on the anti-life projects of capital. 
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In October 1969, 'Weatherman' radicals 
took to the streets in 4 days of actions 
aimed at disrupting the function of the 
ruling class & imperialist violence in the 3 
continents. As an 'alternative' action, pro¬ 
tests were scheduled seemingly to conflict with 
the dates of the Weatherman actions. There was 
a very real split in the movement, over many 
issues, but primarily with the question of vio¬ 
lence. 

In July, 1989, 20 years later, this remains the 
primary split in a newer, younger movment. 
This year it was the anarchist gathering^ San 
Francisco, and while the people in this debate 
would hardly be considered Weatherman, nor 
would they probably want to be Weatherman, 
the debates are parallel. Ironically there was 
also an "action faction", and this was the title of 
the Weatherman in the Students for a Demo¬ 
cratic Society. 

The central issue at this years anarchist gather¬ 
ing was the Day of Action to be held on the last 
day of the gathering, or "after" the gathering as 
some would prefer. This debate has been on¬ 
going in the preceeding 3 gatherings, which 
have seen the Do A increasingly violent & mili¬ 
tant. The arguements, as can be seen in the 1969 
example, are old. 

What we want to do with this article is de¬ 
scribe the preceeding days to the action, the 
DoA itself, the negative & positive aspects, & 
we hope move forward with a more concrete & 
practical lesson. Thus far most articles on the 
doA, such as Toronto Ecomedias "Boneheads 
Bust up Bekeley" have relied on name-calling, 
value-judgements, assumptions, & have been 
plagued with in-accuracies. All of us ahve been 
guilty of these practises for sure, but this only 
shows lack of real analysis. 

TheS.F. Gathering marked a substantial change 
from past gatherings. Most notably was the 
increase in numbers; in Toronto 1988 approx. 
600, in SF about 2000. This is probably the result 
of several factors; increased interest in anar¬ 
chism as a result of past gatherings, propoganda, 
& that this gathering was in SF, California, in the 
summer, which inevitably meant "fair weather 
revolutionaries", people who would attend only 
because of the 'pleasant' location 
During the following days of the gathering, 
during the day-time sessions & evening socials, 
some disturbing tendencies were seen; a marked 
increase in blatantly sexist, patriarchal & homo- 
phobic attitudes, & a total lack of responsibility 
from many people. This was seen in remarks, 
conversations, trash left in the school where the 
sessions were held, plates & utensils from meals 
not cleaned, & other bullshit. While these are 
always problems in the movement, & sexist 
attitudes are also a problem for sure, most people 
in our group agreed this was much more blatant 
& wide-spread than usual. Perhaps usually 
we're more tactful & able to camoflouge these 






problems. The fact that it was so blatant, & that 
many of us had to confront people on these 
problems, in part can be attributed that fact that 
for many, this was their first gathering, their 
first contact with the movement, misconcep¬ 
tions, and that for many this was to be their 
"woodstock". What this shows is the failure of 
the "counterculture" to develop revolutionary 
ideas in general, the failure of stressing "fun & 
partying" over our political content, the amount 
of crap we as a movement will tolerate, & how 
young the movement is, in both age & political 
development. 

Throughout the gathering as well, there was a 
consistent level of activity outside of the pro¬ 
gram, such as the Quayle demonstration, the 
Food not Bombs actions, an attempted proletar¬ 
ian shopping at a supermarket, a leaflet distrib¬ 
uted claiming sugar had been added to Shell 
fuel tanks. The Quayle demo & the Food not 
Bombs action 

s saw confrontations with SF riot kops; at the 
Quayle demo when militants blocked the streets, 
tore a flag from a pole across from the riot kops, 
and burned it. As well, people wore bandanas 
& ski masks to protect their identity. At the 
Food not Bombs distribution of free food to the 
homeless (an illegal act in sF), people also stood 
their ground to a certain extent, in spite of riot 
police arresting people. Perhaps some of us 
were under the illusion that this would be the 
case on the DoA. 

At past gatherings, the DoA was generally a 
broad attack on capitalist & imperialist targets. 
In Toronto it was against the US downing of an 
Iranian airbus. At all these actions property 
damage, fighting kops, arrests etc. were a result. 
By the 1989 gathering this debate reached a 
point where it was a real split. Organisers in SF 
agreed to a DoA outside of the SF area, while 
other organisers decided to organise an 'alter¬ 
native' action in SF. 

For this Doa, a long-term more practical out¬ 
come was planned for. With several hundred 
militants in the area, organisers decided to use 
the presence of these people to occupy and 
defend a vacant building in Berkeley, & to trans¬ 
form it into a social space, squatted, controlled 
by people who would use the space. It would be 
open for use by the homeless, and would be part 
of the anti-gentrification struggle in the area. 

Organisers attempted to maintain tight secu¬ 
rity over which building was the target. Plans 
were made for inside /outside defenders, routes, 
barricades, communication etc. However, many 
practical problems began to arise, because of 
our lack of practical expeience in militant ac¬ 
tions; especially poor security (everyone knew 
the target building. Frequently it would be 
referred to by name in open sessions), many 
people spoke of the action as if it was a typical 
'civil disobedience' where we would play our 
role & the police theirs, quietly arresting us & 
taking us away to be slapped on the wrist. It 
was obvious many people weren't prepared 
mentally, although they were prepared physi¬ 
cally (eg the need for disguise, defensive cloth¬ 
ing, affinity groups etc. was discussed). 


The awkwardness of days of actions at gather¬ 
ings was also apparent, in that it wasn't always 
concentrated on a strong focus. In reality, only 
SF-area activists knew of the gentrification 
struggle in Berkeley, and so many of us had no 
real back-ground knowledge. 

On the morning of the action we gathered in 
Oakland to update information & finalise plans. 
Here we learned that a preliminary occupation 
group had been busted, that the kops had known 
which building it was, & had begun securing 
the building with police barricades. In retro¬ 
spect, this really wasn't a surprise considering 
the poor security. Despite this, no alternative 
actions had been planned, and so we decided to 
go ahead with a demo... perhaps just to spite the 
police, perhaps to release our emotions which 
had been extremely tense over the build-up to 
this day, perhaps because in no way did we 
want to just go back to our homes, our "tails 
between our legs", saying "yes youbeat us, you 
are stronger than us, you are invincible". 

Gathering in Berkeley in the downtown area, 
we saw kops all over the area. Eventually our 
numbers grew to about 350-400. As we started 
off it became obvious the police hadn't really ex¬ 
pected us to go ahead with an action. We went 
down several streets, pulling out garbage bins 
into the intersections, spray-painting, chanting 
slogans; "No Homes, No Peace", "Die Yuppie 
Scum", "Fire & Flames for the state". At the rear 
of the march many of us linked arms to prevent 
police attack, to improve communication, & to 
make us feel stronger. As we walked up & 
down streets, the idea seemed to confuse the 
kops. Because of the circumstances, many of us 
didn't know where we wre going. Eventually 
rallying in Peoples Park it was suggested we go 
to the ROTC military offices in the Berkeley 
university. Windows were smashed, & it seemed 
we had momentum. Running to the ROTC 
building, we found 3 riot kops standing behind 
a barricade. They were pelted with rocks, bottles, 
cans, yet no-one would go past them into the 
ROTC grounds which we could have easily 
done. It was here the momentum was lost, & a 
collective fear of police set in, something that 
didn't seem present until this point. Suddenly 
there's panic & people began retreating back, a 
chain-reaction develops and those of us in the 
rear retreat thinking there to be many kops 
moving towards the demo, in reality it was 
about 10 kops. If we'd had a megaphone this 
could have been communicated. 

So, after being routed by about 13 kops, 400 or 
so 'revolutionaries' went back down the streets 
towards Peoples Park. A chance encounter 
with a coke truck results in people attacking it. 
The driver jumps out and runs, then the win¬ 
dow shatters. None of the people we have 
talked with heard anyone say "get the nigger" 
as was reported in mainstream press, nor did 
anyone make any attempt to assault the driver. 
The truck was destroyed, all its content distrib¬ 
uted, and rolled into the intersection. Moving 
into Peoples Park, we saw riot kops on either 
end and it was clear people weren't mentally 
prepared to defend themselves, & many groups 


began dispersing. The kops charged and then 
everyone dispersed. Some groups went back 
down to Telegrapg ave. smashing windows 
and starting fires, about 30 people went back to 
the transit station we had gathered at and were 
arrested (afterwards it was learned that for 
most of these people it had been their first 
militant demo. One wimmin had gone on the 
march telling people not to damage property. 
After being arrested & abused by police she said 
she'd be the first to throw stones next time). 
Other actions had included a tv crew having its 
camera attacked, expensive cars were trashed, 
and a computer store ahd its windows broken. 
Unfortuantly a small second hand bookstore 
also had its windows smashed. Nobody we've 
talked with saw the alledged trashing of the 
Peoples cafe in the park. If it was trashed it was 
most probably by people who didn't know 
what it was. 

Plans for jail solidarity; refusal of bail, with¬ 
holding names etc didn't work, simply because 
most of those arrested had chanced upon the 
action and/or not attended preliminary meet¬ 
ings. 

Obviously, tactically and politically the action 
' wasn't succesful. But if we refuse to learn from 
it and instead sit and wallow in our defeats & 
failures, we go nowhere. Because this action 
wasn't succesful does not mean they are always 
doomed to failure. Because, if we want to put 
into practise the slogan "If you want peace, 
prepare for the war of liberation", meaning that 
our liberation, that peace will only be realised in 
the destruction ofthe capitalist structure, then 
we must begin positively breaking away 

from the institutionalised forms of protest we 
now find ourselves in. An institutionalised 
level of protest that not only determines our 
method of protest, but through dictating our 
actions ultimately dictates our very politics. 
That the only effective resistance to the increase 
of nazi violence comes in fact from anti-racist 
skinheads, for example, complete with their 
own dangerous contradictions, speaks poorly 
for the radical movement in N. America, and 
attests to our unrealistic and impractical meth¬ 
ods. 

The 'alternative' actions in SF proper took 
away from any kind of revolutionary diversity 
of resistance. Not because they weren't "violent 
enough", but because of the spirit they were 
done in; that is, as a 'counter demo' to those who 
wanted to go to Berkeley. We are not develop¬ 
ing any kind of revolutionary struggle when 
400 'revolutionaries' are chased away by 10 
kops, or when the "other half" ofthe movement 
, that is, those who disagree with militant ac¬ 
tions, call people "boneheads", perhaps we 
should leave those kinds of descriptions for 
those we're fighting against? 

"...and we all thought in the cell-block that 
night that simply not to fear fighting is a kind of 
winning" )Fire, Jan. 30,1970). 

Violence, it was your way. Bite back, it's ours 
someday. » 

J^fUKlSTI! 




EL SALVADOR 


EL SALVADOR AUTUMN 89 
The Fall Has Begun 

On Nov.12/89 FMLN insurgents 
launched their largest offensive in 10 years 
in over 50 co-ordinated attacks throughout 
El Salvador. The most heavily concen¬ 
trated attack was in the capital San Salvador, 
with over 1,500 rebels attacking army, police, & 
security forces,, barracks, and the presidents 
residences. 

Theoffensivecameaftergrowingright- 
wing violence that reached its peak with the 
bombing of the FENESTRAS labour confedera¬ 
tion, which resulted in the FMLN calling off 
peace talks then in progress. From the start of 
the attacks the government imposed a nation¬ 
wide blackout, leaving the rebel radios Ve- 
nceremos & Farabundo Marti. 

In the working-class barrios of north¬ 
ern San Salvador, the FMLN were immediately 
abole to consolidate themselves. It was in these 
areas that the strength and support of the guer¬ 
illas was clear; residents took part in building 
barricades & trenches with FMLN rebels, and 
many took up arms. Liberal organisations and 
groups called on members to arm themselves 
and join with the guerillas, including mothers 
of the disappeared, FECMAFAM, a refugee 
support group- PADECOES, plus members of 
the popular unions and groups. "We held 
marches, we held strikes & the gov't, instead of 
solving our problems, they massacred us" one 
person said. 

FMLN communiques called on the 
people to stop work & to integrate themselves 
into the combat. By Nov. 15 the guerillas claimed 
control of 8 of the 14 provinces. The offensive 
was titled "out with the Fascists, Febe Elizabeth 
Lives" (Febe elizabeth was a union leader slain 
in the FENASTRAS attack). 

In response gov't forces used helicop¬ 
ters and c-47 gunships to bomb & strafe rebel 
positions, directly attacking civilian as well. US 
pilots are reported to have flown night-time 
bombing runs in place of inadequately trained 
Salvadoran pilots. Guatemalan, Honduran, & 
US troops stationed in Honduras, massed along 
the border. US warships moved from Panama 
tot he coast of El Salvador. Under the state of 
emergency security forces have used the cover 
to step up assasinations & disappearances of 
leftists. Mass raids have been carried out on 
labour & human rights groups offices, as well as 
the university. Civilians have had their hands 
chemically treated to detect gun-powder. If so, 
they've been shot. 

By Nov. 20 the guerillas had pulled 
back from some areas & began re-grouping. 
The Left now must face reprisals from the right, 
and many have gone with the guerillas into 
their mountain positions for training. By this 
time there were well over 1,000 dead. 
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Throughout N. America solidarity 
demonstrations, occupations. & nickels broke 
out in the days following Nov. 12. In Vancou¬ 
ver, any kind of momentum that could have 
been built was nullified early on. OnNov. Man 
uninspiring demo outside the US consulate had 
about 150 protesters. The focus of this was to 
denounce the bombing of civilians. On Nov 17 
another demo was held to protest the killing of 
six jesuit priests by death squads. An informa¬ 
tion evening was held organised with news, 
analysis of mainstream reports, songs and revo¬ 
lutionary slogans. 

On nov. 15 an action was carried out 
by group called "Solidaridad Farabundo Marti"; 


On the night of Nov. 15/89 we attacked the US 
consulate building in Vancouver. We threw 
paint bombs on the front doors and painted 
'FMLN'on windows. 

We see this as an act of International Solidarity 
with thepeopleof El salvadorand their Revolu¬ 
tionary Struggle against US Imperialism. 

Solidarity means; FIGHT HERE AND 

NOW! 

VENCEREMOS! 

SOLIDARIDAD FARABUNDO 

MARTI 


In other actions graffiti was splashed 
on walls in the East end, posters were put up, 
and benefit gigs organised. 

One point of concern was the lacklus¬ 
ter performance by the El Salvador solidarity 
groups. Rather than presenting any kind of 
revolutionary stance on what was clearly a 
revolutionary action carried o w t by the FMLN 
rebels, they fell back on a strict and "respect¬ 
able" public relations scenario. At the Nov 14 
US consulate protest a comrade who fired off 
bottle-rockets and smoke-bombs was immedi¬ 
ately chastised by members of the solidarity 
groups who told him they had come to "provo¬ 
cate", and that they didn't want the media to 
"take pictures of him and not the other protest¬ 
ers". The audience of demonstrators, for they 
certainly weren't participating in anything 
except a photo show for the borgouis media, 
were as usual asked to write letters to the prime 
minister. 

We really shouldn't be surprised 
though. The leaders of these liberal solidarity 
groups have always wanted to talk, walk, & 
dress like their counter-parts in the US consu¬ 
late, that special air of "respectability". The 
FMLN as well, one of the most sophisticated 
insurgent army in Central america, has always 
attempted to develop public relations oriented 
politics. The General Command now doesn't 


even make a pretense to doing away with capi¬ 
talism, and some members now talk of the 
"development of capitalism" and that commu¬ 
nism may develop by the year 3000. They claim 
to have reached this theory by analysing the 
Nicaraguan revolution and the subsequent US 
attacks, as well as analysing the political & 
economic conditions in central america. 

The FMLNs political solution lays in a 
"broad pluralistic democracy", and they have 
said that the one party socialist system is not 
adequate. Even so, with the apparent ease at 

which the "higher-ups" in the FMLN have ac¬ 
cepted the development of capitalist structures, 
it appears the revolutionary struggle will be 
long from over once the FMLN succeed in over¬ 
throwing the US backed regime. Though make 
no mistake, this will not stop us from engaging 
in practical solidarity... rather it will re-enforce 
our committment. 

Comnmndos 

Resistance in El Salvador 

i 

Just before dark, the streets of San 
Salvador empty. Watching the tv news, i 
several bombs explode in rapid succesion j 

in the distance, & the electricity is down. 
From the second floor I can see that all the 
lights in the city are out. A second and third 
set of bombs detonate, this time much louder. j 

A pick-up truck its lights out cruises slowly ; 
around the corner & stops at the curb-side, its 
motor running. Four people climb out the 
rear of the truck. They are all wearing base- j 
ball caps, tennis shoes & bandanas pulled up : 
over their faces. 2 of them, one of whom Fm 
sure is a woman, draw pistols & station them¬ 
selves on the sidewalk. The other commando 
takes what appears to be a quart-sized milk- 
container out of a satchel. His companero i 
winds black tape around the carton & the 
cement post. The taller commando tamps 
down a fuse into the top of the carton & his as¬ 
sistant pulls out a cigarette lighter & ignites 
the fuse. 3 of them jump into the truck which 
speeds away. The woman commando looks up 
& down the street before sprinting away. The 
operation has taken less than a minute. 

Now I move inside, crouch down on the floor, 
away from the windows, pressed against the 
wall, after about 45 seconds, the loudest 
sound Fve ever heard shatters all the win¬ 
dows. I jump up & lookout the window to see 
the utility pole with its transformer box lying 
diagonally across the avenue. With less than { 

a month to go before the El Salvadoran presi¬ 
dential elections (held on Mar. 19/89, which 
saw the right-wing ARENA party, which has 
been shown to be connected to the death 
squads, take office. A total of 67% of the eli- 





gible voters did not vote), the countrys well 
organised resistance movement is bringing 
the war home. All 14 departments as well as 
the capital city have become El Frente, the 
frontlines of the war. 

After nine years of bloody civil war, the 
FMLN & the popular resistance are increas¬ 
ingly on the offensive. In both the political & 
military fronts, the movement, both urban & 
rural- clandestine & above grouncfhave made 
unprecedented advances. 

Since the FMLNs peace proposal of January 
24/89, calling for “free elections” and a nego¬ 
tiated political solution to the civil war, the 
FMLN & its urban commandos have launched 
a co-ordinated regional & national military 
offensive, shaking the gov’t, forces & its US 
support. Simultaneously the mass move¬ 
ment has taken to the streets, alternatively 
rioting & then organising mass peaceful 
demonstrations. Spray paint covers the 
streets, attacking gov’t, terror & in support of 
the FMLN. 

The 60,000 strong El Salvadoran army has 
been suffering an average of 30 casualties per 
day for the last 6 months. The FMLN cur¬ 
rently has 10,000 fighters in the field & ap¬ 
prox. twice that many irregulars in its com¬ 
mandos urbanos. 


Urbanos 


According to Dec. 88 statistics, the Salva¬ 
doran army & affiliated death squads killed 
and/or disappeared an average of 80 Salva¬ 
dorans per month. This includes FMLN, 
members of the mass movement, & unidenti¬ 
fied civilians. Besides killing gov’t, soldiers, 
the FMLN usually executes a number of death 
scjuad informers & military collaborators every 
month. 

In addition, the commando urbanos have 
been able to sustain an incredibly high level of 
bombings, arson, rocket attacks & general- 
ised sabotage directed against the economic 
infrastructure of the gov’t,military & police 
barracks, & right-wing businesses. Accord- 
ingto the San Salvador daily, El Mundo, there 
were at least 175 attacks by FMLN urban 
commandos against electrical towers & trans¬ 
formers in the capital city alone in January & 

• February. Attacks on the electrical power 
grid have knocked out electricity in the entire 
eastern region of the country. Almost every 
day the same thing happens in San Salvador 
itself. On the average 50% of the country is 
without electricity. 

The FMLN has stated as its policy that no 
capitalist business, especially larger ones, 
should be making a profit as long as the vast 
majority of the population suffer from the 
affects of the war & the national police state. 
Even right-wing coffee plantation owners & 
businessmen are forced to pay a “war tax” or 
watch their property go up in flames. In the 
absence of protective labour laws, FMLN 
commandos punish businessmen who abuse 
In the ™ LN controlled zones, about 
d0% of the total land area, new forms of social 
co-operation have been built, improved heal th 
care, education, food. The FMLN has forced 


almost lOOngh^mn^nayorsin the country" 
to resign on the grounds that their municipal 
gov’t.s have been co-operating with US engi¬ 
neered counter-insurgency programs. 
Almpost 50% of the local gov’t, s in the country 
are no longer functioning. The agro-export & 
manufacturing economy of the ruling class is 
in shambles. Only massive infusions of US & 
Western European aid keeps the gov’t, in 
place. 

In a country where 12% of the population 
owns over 60% of the land and are incredibly 
wealthy, 50% of the population are un/under¬ 
employed. 80% of the population have diffi¬ 
culty purchasing food & basic neccesities. 
After nine years of struggle, 75,000 people 
have been killed. Another 150,000 have been 
wounded. 1.5 million refugees have been 
forced to leave or relocate in urban shan- 
tyyowns. The population of El Salvador is 6.5 
million, in a land mass the size of Vancouver 
Island. 

In spite of this economic devastation, the 
military repression, the death squads, the 
popular resistance has survived and strength¬ 
ened itself, particularly in the last 6 months. 
3 important structural developments exem¬ 
plify this trend; 1) the phenomenal growth & 
logistical maturation of the commandos urba¬ 
nos, 2) the co-ordination & synchronisation of 
departmental, regional, & even national mili¬ 
tary offensives utilising both FMLN regulars 
& urban commandos, and 3) the simultane¬ 
ous strengthening & intensification of the 
diplomatic-propoganda war. 

In the towns and cities the FMLN are pro¬ 
moting the growth & development of the 
commandos urbanos. These militants main¬ 
tain their above-ground identities & political 
organising as long as possible, while on a 
rotating basis they participate in sabotage 


missions & low-level attacks on military gar¬ 
risons. These groups are now capable of 
producing many of their own mines, ammuni¬ 
tions, grenades, mortars & bombs. Through¬ 
out the country, units are able to cany out 
dozens of actions per day, forcing the security 
forces to deploy troops in defensive positions, 
protecting government, business, & military 
installations. Thousands of students & young 
people are participating in or collaborating 
with San Salvadors burgeoning peoples mili¬ 
tia. Increasingly, these irregular forces are 
moving beyond simple tactical actions like 
destroying electrical posts or gov’t, vehicles to 
more complex actions such as rocket attacks 
& even full scale assaults on police stations. 
The commando cells are highly de-centralised 
& compartmentalised so that gov’t, captures 
& tortures yield only a minimum of informa¬ 
tion. In effect the increasingly pervasive & 
sophisticated actions are a dress rehearsal for 
the mass insurrectional uprising in the cities 
& towns that will necessarily accompany any 
“final offensive”. 

“The front-lines of the struggle are not just 
here in El Salvador. Your struggle in N. 
America is an important part of our struggle 
here” (from an activist in El Salvador). 

Condensed from the May 89 issue of Zeta 
magazine. 






Increasingly Shell oil has become the primary focus for anti¬ 
apartheid activists. With its direct involvement in S. Africa, as a strategic 
company, it must supply the security forces with fuel, with plastic bullets, 
napalm, and with an economic platform propping up the economy. Shell 
is an easily identifiable target for boycotts, protests, and pickets. But also 
with this, Shells petrol stations themselves are easily accessible, identi¬ 
fiable, and thus exposed to a variety of actions. 

In the last few years, resistance to apartheid and Shell has been 
realised in “low-level” actions, their greatest strengths being their flexibil¬ 
ity, their accessibility, and the ease with which they can be duplicated. 
Beyond a boycott campaign, which is withholding money from the multi¬ 
national, sabotage, because it strikes at material goods, also takes 
money from the corporation, and can increase insurance rates, which for 
example is one reason why MAKRO removed itself from business in S. 
Africa. Sabotage strikes at the most direct and weakest link of capital; 
profit. 

Within the action itself, seeing the need to go beyond notions of 
“legality”, and active “non-participation” (as in boycotts), the direct attack 
sows the seeds for revolutionary struggle; when we organise ourselves, 
take action ourselves, we define our politics. 

Because our struggle is international, its important to remember 
that sabotage & militant actions are forms of resistance applicable to all 
struggles against imperialism, against the international exploitation of 
people. 


the Action 

Below we reprint info from a handbook in Holland that describes 
the methods used, and is reprinted for no other reason than to provide 
insight into how the saboteurs work. 

1 The Hoses; Use a hand hacksaw. Watch for gas spraying out. The 
nozzles can be taken away. Don’t touch the LPG hoses as the escaping 
gas is highly inflammable. Do not have any naked flames. 

2. Payment Screens; At the top of the pump, displays prices. Can be 
painted over or smashed. 

3. Gas Tanks; If you can open the entrances to the outlets, sugar paint, 
water or other materials can be poured in. padlocks over the outlets can 
be cut with bolt-cutters. 

4. The Shop; Usual stuff;paint jobs, glueing locks, graffiti, smash win¬ 
dows. 

5. Fire; Some stations have been attacked with fire. Think a lot about this 
one. Not recommended in urban areas or near houses. If in doubt don’t 
even consider it. Best to go for the shop, never go for the pumps or the 
LPGs themselves. 

From the Swedish anarchist magazine Brand ; ”... if you don’t talk shit on 
the telephone, don’t leave fingerprints, if you don’t keep the typewriter on 
which you’ve written the press releases in your home, and your place is 
“clean” in other respects so that the police can raid you whenever they 
want without finding any evidence, then you can conclude that you can 
keep going indefinetely”. 

List of Actions 

In no way complete. 

Holland 

By far the most active country in regards to anti-apartheid 
actions, focusing on Shell oil, has been Holland. Royal Dutch Shell is, 
after all, a dutch multi-national. 

in 1984, agroup raided the offices of the Dutch/S. African society 
in Amsterdam & thru half the library into the canals. 

1985 saw more actions including the arson attack on the house 
of a large oil-trader who helped S. Africa escape the boycott, the 
increased disruption of a S. African tourist promotion business, and 
attacks on corporations with links to apartheid. In one spectacular action 
activists dressed up as fraud squad officers, with a false warrant, and 
raided a S. African wine trader. They left with half the paper work with out 
raising suspicion. 

Revolutionary Anti-Racist Action carried on actions with an 
arson attack on MAKRO, burning a department store to the ground. 

In may 86 14 Shell filling stations across the country are 
sabotaged in one night. At the end of 86 RARA attack MAKRO again, 
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burning another shop. 4 weeks later.a third one. The owner of MAKRO, 
the dutch multinational SHV, because of rising insurance, withdraws from 
S. Africa. 


After this, RARA began hitting Shell oil. Now many groups 
participate. 

1988 16-17 March-37 Shell stations totally or partially destroyed; hoses 
cut, computers damaged, cash machines smashed, reservoirs polluted. 
Massive damage. In Hemmested one is set fire to. 

27 April-4 Shell stations in S. Holland sabotaged. 

10 May- A Shell stn sabotaged in Hilverson, dedicated to ANC membrs 
sentenced to death. 

12 May- Press release;”We attacked the Shell stn in S. Rotterdam on May 
12. We cut hoses, destroyed price meters & painted slogans. We are tired 
of Shells hypocritical politics concerning S. Africa. Let us make it clear 
once and for all; so long as Shell continues in S. Africa we shall sabotage 
them FREEDOM FOR .ALL POLITICAL PRISONERS. BURN DOWN 
THE MULTINATIONALSI 

5 June-Shell stn in Tillbury, slogans written on bridges & viaducts; Shell 
Burns Better & Shell out of S. Africa. 

6 June-2 shell stns burned. $80,000 damage, dedicated to Dulcie 
September ANC member murdered in France March 29 by S. African 
secret services. 

7 June- Action group Split Apartheid break into the CASA refinery in 
Zaandam, where Shell has a 20% share. Papers were siezed disclosing 
to which countries S. African coal was exported. 

10 August-10 comrades are accused of actions against Shell & MAKRO 
and as members of RARA. All ahve since been released. During the 
week 20 stations are attacked. Motorways blocked with burning tires. 

“Changes will not come about through talking. Changes you 
have to fight for through the attack on the western imperialist world 
economic, political & military institutions. What unites us in our common 
struggle is our unified perspectives & our unconditional solidarity with the 
black freedom fight in S. Africa which has to be fought with so much blood. 
Support the resistance in S. Africa & form the front in W. Europe" RARA. 

11 Nov- 3 attacks on Shell in Copenhagen. Plastic paint, sugar poured 
into ground tanks, windows smashed, hoses cut; Commando Solidarity 








1989 16 Jcinucir y-Black Star action group cuts holas in hoses, glues 
locks, & paints slogans at Shell stn. Shells Angels, Fighters Against 
Apartheid In S. Africa cause considerable damage to 4 Shell stns in 
Tilburg;17 hoses are cut one pump is destroyed, & one painted. 

ID Feb?13 hoses are cut & slogans painted at a shell stn in Rotterdam. 
Hoses are cut at a stn in Amsterdam, shortly after 3 people are arrested. 
On Mar. 7 after 4 weeks in a rapid court case they're released due to lack 
of prison cells. They made no statements & did not give their names. 
28 feb-amersfoort, an Autonomous group attack a Shell shop with the 
slogan “You know why!" (an advertising slogan). 

13 march-ln Amsterdam & Amstelveen hoses are cut at 2 stns by Shell 
is in an air bubble. 

28 March- Shell In a Scrape claim actions in the Hague, petrol hoses are 
cut through and paint thrown in reservoirs. 

4 April-Max Havelaar fills the underground petrol tanks with a few 
thousand litres of water. Statement; “A small present from us to Shell. In 
the meantime afew dozen cars will have driven through onto the road and 
broken down. We did it and it works. That became clear on Mar. 20 when 
the action group Mercury Orange Cyanide Grape carried out a similar 
action. Several cars were stranded a few 100 metres ahead and had to 
be towed”. 

19 April-Don’t Worry-Be Angry set fire to the police stn in Mijdrecht. 
Their demand; "Freedom for the six of April 18”. 

22 April- Some firebombs are thrown into a Shell shop in Nijmegen, 
lonsiderable damage. 

9 May- In Leiden 65,000 litres of petrol are made useless by pouring sugar 
and liquid chalk into the underground reservoirs. 

14 May- Germinating Resistance Against Shells Biotechnology 
cause considerable damage at 3 Shell subsidiaries. 

Sweden 

Sweden has also seen a high-level of actions, costing Shell 
nillions of kronas. As in Holland, the boycott, demos,and the sabotage 
actions all contribute to the struggle against apartheid. 

In one case however, the sabotage actions are not appreciated, 
surprisingly this disappointment isn’t just from S. Africa or shell but from 


a liberal anti-apartheid organisation; ISAK (Isolate S. Africa Committee). 

Brand, a Swedish anarchist paper, continually supports and 
propogates the actions. ISAKs chairperson, Roger Hallhag, sent a letter 
to Brand in which he stated that he hoped Brand would change its support 
for the actions. He also stated thaat it was he who, on 4-6-88 stopped the 
news of a bombing of a shell station outside of Gothenburg, and that he'd 
forwarded information about Brands support for militant actions to the 
Swedish secret police I It is one of the clearest examples of liberal politics 
suffocating resistance that doesn't fit into their narrow methods. Organ¬ 
isations such as ISAK distance themselves from the militant actions as a 
way of protecting the “legal” struggle. 

Censorship, disinformation, sectarianism, and collaboration are 
a result of poor political analyses and revolutionary politics. 

1986 July 7- Swedish shells main ofice in Solna is evacuated after a 
bomb-threat. 

1 Aug-Shell station in Malmo sabotaged, building sprayed in black paint, 
money & credit card machine put out. 

31 July- credit card machine at Shell stn in Sknolmen attacked. 

5 Aug- Graffiti on Shell stn in Stockholm. 

1987 4 May-Shell sales office set fire to in Edsburg. Business cancelled. 
5 May- Shell stn in Saltsjo credit card & cash machine wrecked. 

'5 May-stone thru the window of shop in Farsta. 

15 Sept.-6 separate actions; petrol pumps sabotaged, graffiti, various 
towns. 

28 Oct.- Fire attack on Shell stn in Skelleftehamn. 

16 Nov-posters glued to machines in Sundsvall. 

21 Nov- tanker valve smashed & sugar poured in. 

21 Nov- A “slimy substance” put into the gas container. 

1988 23 Feb- Fire attack on Shell stn in Lund, claimed by Anti-Apartheid 
Action group. 

27 March-Petrol pump heads smashed in Lund. 

5 May- "Today we attacked Shells main office and a Shell stn by the 
Linden area of Stockholm with acid & iron bars. Recently at a company 
meeting in Holland, Shell decided to continue their work in S. Africa... they 
have shown again which side they are on. Without economic enforce¬ 
ment in the form of boycotts and sabotage, making their losses in other 
countries greater than their gains in s. Africa, they may never leave that 
country. THE RESISTANCE TO SHELL IS GROWING. WE HAVE A 
LONG HOT SUMMER AHEAD OF US!” 

4 June- A Shell station in Gothenberg is blown up. Oddly enough, this 
spectacular news “disappeared”from news broadcasts laterthat day. No 
news in the papers that evening or the next day. This, it turns out, was the 
result of ISAKs chairman. See above! 

Denmark 

Attacks also occur in Denmark. One very popular action was the 
“Teddy Bear Liberations” - Shell was giving away teddy bears when a 
purchase of gas or oil was made. “The teddy bears are liberated 
from...Shell stations and sent to papers or organizations...to make pub¬ 
licity - or just give the poor teddy bear a decent home”. 

Actions against S.African Airlines and consulate result in police 
raids. The liberal Sydafikakomiteen, as a result, declare their "nonvio¬ 
lent ideology, and exclude members who didn’t want to tell other parts of 
the movement what to think and do. 

Italy 

Similar actions as in Holland, hoses are cut, petrol pumps 
smashed, paint, etc. 

Canada 

In Vancouver a group called Shellbusters have carried out 27 
actions, primarily paint on buildings and fuel pumps, as well as glue. On 
one weekend a Shell station is picketted by protesters and cars blocked 
off from entering. In the night, 6 stations are attacked, and the following 
day a rally is held outside the Shell headquarters in downtown Vancouver. 
In a press release, the group claimed the action both in the struggle 
against appartheid and in Canada, referring to the Lubicon Indians in 
Alberta, and their fight with major oil companies, including Shell, on their 
traditional land. 

IN SOUTH AFRICA, A CHILD CAN LOSE HER/HIS LIFE FOR THROW¬ 
ING A STONE. HERE, WE HAVE SO MANY TARGETS AND SO FEW 
EXCUSES. 



PALESTINIAN RESISTANCE 


Illllllllllll- 





"With the gun we will achieve our independ¬ 
ence- only with the gunl", a ma^ced and uni¬ 
formed young man shouted through a micro¬ 
phone. From the crowd of over 1,000 people 
came chants of "Don't be afraid, don't be afraid, 
the stone will become a kalashnikov!". 

This was the revolutionary spirit evi¬ 
dent on Nov.15/89, the first anniversary of the 
declaration of independnece announced by the 
PLO. Fireworks were set off, people danced in 
the streets and flew the Palestinian flag, a sym¬ 
bol that is outlawed in the Occupied territories. 
It was clear that after 2 years of the Intifida, the 
resistance reamined unbroken, and showed it 
could escalate further. 

The celebrations left one Palestinian 
youth dead and 18 others wounded. The shoot¬ 
ing death occurred in the West Banks Kalandia 
refugee camp when 40 masked protesters de¬ 
fied an army curfew to march with Palestinian 
banners & chant nationalist slogans. The army 
imposed round-the-clock curfews confining 
500,000 Palestinians to their homes, & banning 
travel to and from the Gaza strip, where the 
army was searching for the rebels responsible 
for shooting two soldiers, killing one. Despite 
these curfews, and a warning from the army 
that troops would "act with agression" against 
any protest, thousands marched in all the Occu¬ 
pied territories. 

In this way, resistance continues in all 
its various forms. The boycott of the Israeli 
economy, the strikes, the refusal to pay taxes, to 
open shops, to travel on certain days, the devel¬ 
opment of alternate medical care, schooling. 

Even from repression resistance grows; 
when schools are open they are focal points for 
organising, when the army closes them the youth 
learn Palestinian history & other lessons viewed 
as subversive by the army. In the prisons rebels 
come out more radicalised and skilled thatn 
when they went in, creating new dilemnas for 
the Israelis. 



One aspect of the Intifida that has of¬ 
ten been ignored in radical publications has 
been that of womyn. 

In over 30 clandestine communiques 
from the United Leadership of the Uprising, 
who have served as a focal point for co-ordi¬ 
nating resistance such as 1-2 day strikes, boy¬ 
cotts etc, despite repeated appeals and com¬ 
mendations to merchants, prisoners, workers 
and students, womyn have only been signi- 
figantly mentioned once. This instance was in 


recognition of the "mother of the martyr", which 
is commending her brave courage but not nec¬ 
essarily recognising active resistance. 

The patriarchal division of wealth, 
legal authority, access to education, informa¬ 
tion, and traditional roles of womyn in arab 
cultures are only confirmed in the non-recogni¬ 
tion of womyns involvement, whether its the 
clandestine communiques or a radical publica¬ 
tion in the Netherlands. 

Some ways we in the west might tradi¬ 
tionally "measure activism" are in numbers of 
arrests, shootings, or deaths. At one point 300 
wimmin had been detained during the course 
of the Intifida, compared to 20,000 men. These 
kind of statistics cover up the real activism of 
womyn. There has been increased radicalisa- 


tionof Palestinan wimmin, partly a result of the 
repression of males, and the number of men 
under detention. So, like other liberation 
struggles, womyn have been propelled into 
new political roles. This activism is seen in 
wimmin confronting soldiers in the most diffi¬ 
cult of conditions- unprotected, late at night, in 
remote villages, refugee camps, under curfew, 
when the soldiers come to demolish homes, 
make searches, or to arrest suspects. Wimmin 
have broken traditional barriers by increased 
involvement in community, in demonstrations, 
in neighborhood committees. 

They are involved in smuggling food 
& other provisions into refugee camps under 
curfew,distributing clandestine leaflets. 
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On the 1988 International Wimmins 
Day, a young womyn from Kafr Na'ma said 
"We told the Shabab (young men); stay home & 
sleep, today we're in charge!". It was the first 
local celebration of IWD and was attended by 
several hundred wimmin. 

In this way, wimmin are developing a 
strength & power that is a crucial element of the 
Intifida. Many wimmin are well aware that 
thier position will be determined before, not 
after liberation. As one womyn said "I feel that 
if we do not raise the issues relevant to wimmin 
now we will never raise them, for now is the 
time, I am afraid that if we do notrqise the social 
issues now during national liberation, wim¬ 
mins positions will regress after liberation". 


As we approach Dec. 9/89, the two 
year anniversary of the Intifida, we are still 
inspired by the revolutionary struggle of the 
Palestinian people. 

For many of us of course, it's hoped 
that the push for the Palestinian state, complete 
with a Palestinian bourgeois led naturally by 
the PLO, will expand to real proletarian revolu¬ 
tion going beyond the narrow avenue of achiev¬ 
ing state-hood. A state where Palestinian ghet- 
toes replace the refugee camps, and Yassir 
Arafats replace the Yitzhak Shamirs. 

The PLO interests us only in that it is a 
vehicle, with a very wide spectrum of passen¬ 
gers, for the liberation of the Palestinian people. 
Unlike some comrades however, we also refuse 
to stand by as an in-active audience refusing the 
methods of struggle of a people under siege. 
The Intifida is the realisation of direct struggle 
to the Zionist population policy, to US imperi¬ 
alism in the middle-east in the form of the Israeli 
war machine, between the anti-imperalist 
Palestinain proletariat and the Arabic bour¬ 
geoisie collaborating with Zionism. 

T h a u r a Hat A1 Nassr!- 
Revolu tion Until Victory! 

The Question of International Solidarity 

While there have been a few practi¬ 
cal applications of revolutionary solidarity 
with the Palestinian Intifida in W. European 
countries, such as actions on Israeli fruit 
distributors, corporations etc., the question of 
solidarity here in the N. American radical 
movement has, as usual, not even been dis¬ 
cussed let alone been acted upon. Our notice¬ 
able silence speaks volumes of our lack of 
participation. • 


Intifadah... 

Burning tires in the streets 
Faceless Kafiyas throwing stones 
One hand raises a flag 
Another raises hope 
Determination, will, an 
Army of stone throwing children 
Roam the streets of Gaza 

t 

Beit Sahur, Jenin, Hebron, Tulkarim, Ramallah. 

Confronting the enemy eye to eye 

Fear is my enemy and freedom is my friend 

I will die before you conquer 

Me with your fear 

A familiar confrontation erupts in Taibe of 1948 
The people have risen, with the stone 
Carved on it with Palestinian blood it reads 
"Palestine resisted in 1936 and 
Resists today, resistance until victory" 
as it slams an Israeli soldier in the face. 


Burning tires, stone throwing children 

Faceless teenagers confronting the 

Enemy eye to eye 

Stone after stone 

The message is the same 

Independence, Liberty and Justice. 





In Vancouver, listen to the Voice of Palestine 
radio show, Tues. 8:30, 102.7 FM. 






FIRE AND FLAMES 


Interview with a W. Berlin Autonomist 


So maybe you could begin by tell¬ 
ing us how it is living in West Berlin 
and how it differs from other West 
German cities? It's not that different 
than living in big cities like Hamburg, 
Frankfurt... There might be some differ¬ 
ences, for instance W. Berlin is like an island, 
surrounded by a wall, and so people live really 
crowded in a city of 2 million. And especially 
in the wintertime it’s getting really depres¬ 
sive. I’m living in Kreuzberg, and it's one of 
the poorest neighbourhoods, and you could 
compare this area with say the lower East 
Side of New York, with large apartment build¬ 
ings, many people living crowded together, 
not much green, and many people are really 
frustrated. Another thing about West Berlin, 
located in East Germany, is you must drive 
three or four hours to West Germany and may 
stay in West Berlin because maybe they don’t 
have the money to drive out, so especially 
many poor people have no choice and must 
stay in West Berlin. And I have stayed two to 
three years in West Berlin without leaving for 
a week, etc., so it’s a kind of prison in a way. 
You're surrounded by a wall and to leave the 
city the atmosphere is dufferent than say 
Yancouver because you have to cross a border, 
to show your ID, have money, etc. Also, West 
Berlin isn’t really a part of West Germany: 
West Germany has 11 federal states includ¬ 
ing W. Berlin, but W. Berlin doesn’t have the 
right to send politicians to the federal govern¬ 
ment to make decisions. It’s a similar system 
to the U.S.: from each state they send a sena¬ 
tor to the congress. West Berlin doesn’t have 
this right. And it’s also a military zone. We 
have 30000 soldiers, Americans, British, 
French, all divided into their repective sec¬ 
tors. And sometimes it’s really fucked up. In 
your neighbourhood, you see them driving 
down the street standing in their jeep with a 
machine gun and pointing at you. They don’t 
shoot, but they play all kinds of head games. 

It’s like an occupied city then? Yeah, 
you don’t feel like it’s your city or anything. 
It’s a result of the second world war. The 
americans have total power, they can over¬ 
turn the W. Berlin gov’t. & the police. When 
Ron Reagan came to W. Berlin in 1982 & 
around 10,000 people were fightingback the 
kops in the street, the US administration was 
considering sending the military into the 
streets, & america has a right to do it, it’s a 
constitutional right. 

What are the origins of the autono¬ 
mous movement? What are the struggles 
you’re fighting for? Uh, the origins of the 
autonomous movement are found in the be¬ 
ginning of the ’80s, they have their back¬ 
ground in all sorts of social movements, like 
squatting, struggles against the NATO run¬ 


way in Frankfurt, against nuclear power, en¬ 
vironmental destruction. The major goals of 
the movement, I would say, are struggling for 
self-determination, for a society with-out 
power, against capitalism, against imperial¬ 
ism, fighting against states, & a really impor¬ 
tant part of the movement is fighting against 
the patriarchy & sexist society. The autono¬ 
mous movement isn’t like an organisation. 
It’s many independent groups joining in, & of 
course they have different experiences, they 
work on different projects, but the major things 
that unite autonomous groups together are 
the points of anti-statist, anti-capitalist, anti¬ 
imperialist, anti-patriarchy, & fighting for a 
totally self-determined society. It is also very 
international, supporting the liberation 
struggles in the 3 continents, the people in 
Azania (S. Africa), in Palestine, in El Salva¬ 
dor. And of course the movement is very criti¬ 
cal of so-called “socialist” states such as Cuba, 
and when they support liberation struggles 
they support the peoples struggle not just the 
party. 

How does the movement show this soli¬ 
darity, how do they support these 
struggles? How do they see this as a part of 
their day to day fives? One way for example 
is going in the streets & demonstrating. The 
last demo I went to before coming to Canada 
was in Hamburg. Autonomous & anti-impe¬ 
rialist groups called a demo in support of the 
Palestinians, the Intifida, & around 3,000 
people participated. We went down the 
streets in Hamburg & there were Palestinian 
solidarity groups, people from the PFLP 
(Popular Front for the Liberation of Pales¬ 
tine, who made a speech, one person from the 
autonomous movement made a speech as to 
why it was important to fink the nation-wide 
struggle in W. Germany with the interna¬ 
tional struggle, because the world economic 
system is organised internationally & it’s ex¬ 
ploiting people all over the world, so of course 
it’s really important that we as a movement, 
it doesn’t matter if you live in Canada or W. 
Germany, organise the struggle also interna¬ 
tionally & be in solidarity with the struggle all 
over the world; in China, Palestine, Azania, 
basically the people who are fighting for their 
right to survive, to five without hunger... & 
how we show it is going to demos, leaflets, 
magazines, putting out info. And of course 
there is the struggle by militant groups, guer¬ 
illa groups, like for example the Revolution¬ 
ary Cells who are attacking S. African busi¬ 
nesses, businesses in S. Africa or Israel, for 
example Daimler-benz supplies the Israeli 
army with vans & the S. African police with 
vans, cars. So there is a widespread resis¬ 
tance in demos, benefit shows, militant direct 
actions... and anytime a scumbag from one of 



these countries is coming we organise big 
demos... 

What are some ways people are living 
outside of the capitalist system... are 
people doing that? It’s not entirely possible 
to live outside of the capitalist system because 
you live in it, and there isn’t any real free 
space where you can live totally independent, 
because society affects you all the time. But of 
course we do try and fight for free spaces; for 




example squatting, which gives you a certain 
kind of free space because you don’t respect 
paying rent to housing companies or land¬ 
lords. And this is a way we try to show a dif¬ 
ferent way of living, & squatting to me is a 
kind of anti-capitalist struggle because you 
refuse to pay rent, you don’t accept the idea of 
“property”. It’s also a de-controlled area we 
live differently. We don’t live isolated, we live 
together. Like 50-60 people live together, & 
it’s really important for communication, ex¬ 
changing info, within the movement. 

And I suppose by squatting it means not 
being isolated as much as in a workplace... 

For sure. And that's all about what we're 
fighting for. In Kreuzberg people work and pay 
like 50 - 60 % of their wage for rent. You work 
40 hours a week and 50% of your wage goes to 
rent. That's totally unjustified, totally against 
people. Right now there is a campaign in W. 
Berlin to organise a rent-boycott also, and now 
there are 8 big squatted houses in W. Berlin, also 
in Hamburg in the Hafanstraase. And as I said 
it's really important for communication, be¬ 
cause like in Vancouver you have say 10 differ¬ 
ent houses, and so the exchange of information 
isn't that great. You don't have daily discus¬ 
sions, which is important for organisation. 

So what kind of repression does the 
autonomous movement face? I think 
every movement faces oppression by the gov’t, 
because if these movements are revolution¬ 
ary movements, the people who control the 
country, the gov’t, the corporations, busi¬ 
nesses, they want to protect their capitalist, 
imperialist and patriarchal society, of course! 


They try to dam up the revolutionary struggle. 
Many people are arrested, sent to jail, and we 
must look at how we can organise resistance 
without getting caught up in this oppressive 
machine. But everyone who is part of the revo¬ 
lutionary autonomous movement, they know 
that the people who rule the country don’t 
wanna give up just like that, not voluntarily. 
For example, this year there was a hunger 
strike by 48 political prisoners from the RAF, 
autonomous and anti-imperialist groups, to 
fight against the practise of isolationin prison. 
They demanded association, free medical care, 
open political debate, so we as an autonomous 
movement organised a big wide-spread cam¬ 
paign to back up the demands; we had big, 
fucking huge demos, in Hamburg with 8,000, 
10,000 inBonn, many small independentanti- 
imperialist groups attacked multi-national 
corporations with incendiary bombs, we had 
all kinds of struggles to back up the demands. 
And it’s important to show that the autono¬ 
mous movement doesn’t forget the prisoners, 
and they are a part of our movement. 

Another major position of the autonomous 
movement is that it is not pacifist, the move¬ 
ment is not only supporting militant, direct 
actions - the armed struggle - they also prac¬ 
tice it. The autonomous movement sees revo¬ 
lutionary violence against an oppressive soci¬ 
ety as a part of the resistance. This is seen in 
attacks on property, militant demos, smash¬ 
ing windows of sex shops, riots; this is all part 
of the resistance. It’s not that important how 
you are fighting back, violent or non-violent, 
it’s what you are fighting for. 


What are some ways the autonomous 
movement fights against patriarchy? Uh, 
one militant group; the Roten Zora (Red Zora) 
is a militant feminist group, and they are a 
really effective guerilla group. They did the 
action against Adler, a big multi-national 
corporation who produce clothing. And this 
corporation has some factories in South Ko¬ 
rea, & here wimmin are working for maybe 20 
cents an hour, & these wimmin face sexual 
harrasment, exploitation, & they demanded, 
in a strike, better work conditions, higher 
wage, end sexual harrasment. Adler didn’t 
give a fuck about this, so Red Zora attacked 
Adler with incendiary bombs in 10 different 
places in West Germany, causing approxi¬ 
mately $10 million damage, backing up the 
wimmins demands in South Korea. And they 
were saying; when you don’t do as the wimmin 
workers demand, we’re going to fucking blow 
you away. So Adler was forced to do as the 
workers demanded. This is a good example of 
militant actions having a positive effect, and 
can support the struggle of wimmin in the 
periphery countries, against sexism, against 
multi-national corporations. It raised con¬ 
sciousness, & Red Zora released statements 
on the actions which were re-printed in many 
magazines, so people knew what this corpora¬ 
tion was doing & why it was attacked. 

We also have many anti-imperialist people 
who are part of the revolutionary movement 
who are not quite autonomous in the way that 
they are organised. They’re quite influenced 
by Marxist-Leninist ideas, but most of them 

_ cont. on pg. 18 ► 
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W.Berlin cont... 

are pretty much unorthodox communists; they 
aren’t into partys, but they’re not like the 
autonomous movement, and they don’t have 
as much criticism of state-socialist countries, 
& they’re also supporting more Marxist-Len- 
inist urban guerrila groups like^he RAF. The 
autonomous movement supports their poli¬ 
tics in a way, but are really critical to their 
statements & politics. 

I think the autonomous movement has an 
effect on the society because many, many 
people are getting pissed off, frustrated, & 
they’ll realize that they’re exploited too, by 
the state. So of course they’re sympathizing 
with the autonomous movement in a way, 
they’re saying we should connect more with 
these people because maybe they’re fighting 
for something I’m fighting for too... 

And maybe that’s the real hope for 
change. That’s the real hope for change of 
course. 10,000 or 50,000 people can’t really 
change a society, of course we need more 
people. We aren’t stupid. We know we can 
only win when we are more, when we’re the 
majority of the people. So we have many 
papers, magazines, radio, demos, many things 
where we try to educate people, to make 
contact with other groups in society whoa re 
not necessarily autonomous people For ex¬ 
ample in Wackersdorf, where the government 
is buil ding up a nuclear re-processing plant in 
Bavaria, and many people are living in this 
area who are very conservative in their way of 
thinking, living, voting etc., but theyn these 
people realized that they didn’t want this 
nuclear plant in their area and they started 
protesting and fighting back. Also many au¬ 
tonomous people were fighting back against 
this plant, and so conservative people and au¬ 
tonomous people were working together. Many 
people made good contacts and good friends... 
and many of these people have changed, real¬ 
izing that the gov’t doesn’t really give a shit 
about them. And I was down there, at the 
fences which they built around the construc¬ 
tion area, and over half the people at the 
protests were from the area. Many very old 
people, all these people were no longer in illu¬ 
sion... they saw the police brutality. I was re¬ 
ally amazed how they’ve changed their way of 
thinking after they saw the police violence. 
And we were down there trying to break 
through the fence, which wasn’t totally pos¬ 
sible with about 20,000 kops inside, & they 
were throwing tear-gas etc., and an old man 
came up with us and he said: “This is really 
great, what you are doing. You know, I’m 
really too old to do this, I’m really not able to 
break the fence with a bolt-cutter or to saw it, 
but you know what? I would use dynamite!” It 
was one of most positive experiences I’ve had 
with people who have different ways to think¬ 
ing and living. And I saw the possibility that 
if we fight with these people we’re going to be 
a bigger movement, it gave me a lot of opti¬ 
mism & hope, that it’s possible to build a 


movement capable of stopping the people who 
rule the society. And it’s not just that I’m 
fighting against something. I’m also fighting 
for something, to express my love & my feel¬ 
ings, to explore - something I can’t do in this 

society. I’m caught. 

Thanks a lot for talking. Okay, and I 
hope the struggle continues in Canada as in 
West Germany, and one day we’re gonna 
make it. Ciao! 
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Anarchy no.20/21 
Special double-issue. Di verse 
perspectives, often more theo¬ 
retical but contains some inter¬ 
esting articles, news, reviews. 
Columbia anarchist League, PO 
Box 1446 Columbia MO, 65205- 
1446 USA. 

Black Flag no. 193 
An'archist/syndicalist paper, 
news on the soviet union, Chi¬ 
nese anarchists, Glasnost and 
makhno, news. BM Hurricane, 
London Wcl N 3XX England. 

Class War 

Class war marches into the 
nineties with more of their wit, 
charm and infectious good 
humour. More news of the social 
clash in Britain between the 
exploited & exploite r classes. 
PO Bpx 467 London e8 3QX 
England, 

Counter-Information 

Bi-monthly newsheet of resis¬ 
tance and proletariat struggle 
through-out the world. P/H cl, 
11 forth st. Edinburgh eH 1 UK, 


Ecomedia (Toronto) 

Bi-weekly newsheet, part of the 
international echomedia net¬ 
work of anarchist/autonomous 
tjulletins. PO Box 915 Stn F 
Toronto Ont. M4Y 2N9 Canada. 
$12 sub/1 year. 

Factsheet Five no. 31 
116 pages, primarily reviews of 
underground publications, 
counterculture, zines. $2 to M. 
gunderloy, 6 Arizona ave. Rens¬ 
selaer NY 12144-4502 uSA. 

Nabate no. 6 

Informative newsletter from 
belgium, this issue has anti- 
McDonalds info, rebelling 
against the bourgeoisie cele¬ 
brations of the French revolu¬ 
tion, reviews etc. Postage to; 
BP 92, b. 4000 Liege (Belgium). 

Resistance no. 13 
"covering militant autonomist, 
anti-imperialist, national libera¬ 
tion, feminist, & anti-nuclear 
struggles in advanced capital¬ 
ist countries". This issuer the 


Gene Technoiogy/fascism 
connection. Mayday riots in W. 
Berlin, RAF Hungerstrike, attacks 
on Shell, really good! $1.50ppd 
to Friends of durruti, PO Box 790, 
stn A, Vancouver BC, V6C 2N6 
Canada. 

Insurrection no. 6 

Interesting anarchist paper, 
closely connected with italian 
anarchists and agitators for in¬ 
surrectional methods as a focal 
point of revolutionary resis¬ 
tance. One of the few anar¬ 
chist papers with a clear and 
defined analysis, having con¬ 
sidered the development of 
capitalist society and propos¬ 
ing newformsof resistance. Also 
one of the few papers to use 
theory & analysis as it should be; 
a step to action & practise. BM 
Elephant, London WC1N. 3XX 
England. 

Warzineno. 12 

Information newsletter of the 
warzone collective in N. Ireland. 
Becos of thefts at the centre 
they're badly in need of dona¬ 
tions. PO Box 148 Belfast, BT1 N. 
Ireland, 


Youth lib Zine no. 1 

A collection of mostly reprints 
from the mainstream press 
concerning the specific oppres¬ 
sion of youth, articles on chil¬ 
dren & sex, and contact ad¬ 
dresses. $1 c/o Syndicat des 
Eleves 2035 Boul st. Laurent, 
Montreal Quebec H2Y 2t3. 

Demolition Derby 

Debut issue of this paper from 
Quebec, with an anti-authori¬ 
tarian perspective, against in¬ 
dustrial society, and pretty bor¬ 
ing. Boring because although it 
is an attempt to present theory, 
its analysis and theoretical 
content don't condlously or 
clearly lead to practical appli¬ 
cations. 


PROPAGANDA UNLIMITED... 

Wide range of books/pamphlets from Bakunin to 
fanzines. Boasts the most complete range of 
anarchist-related propaganda/fiction, etc in 
Britain today. Also wide range of anarchist 
periodicals, from Britain and abroad, plus other 
papers. Several hundred titles in all. Send sae for 
catalogue to Ramsey, 3 Balmoral Place, Stirling 
FK8 2RD. 



Debut LP from SOFA HEAD with former members of DAN 
(U.K.): Melodic hardcore with strong female vocals...it's got 
to be good if we’re putting it out!!! For mail order; $8 post paid 
in North America and $9 for the rest of you. Coming soon: 
"Nightmares of Reality" (double?) LP compilation and maybe 
even a U S. pressing of the DOOM "Police bastard" EP 
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Ireland, El Salvador, Battles to win, But the real revolution 
starts within. -Chumbawamba 


STRUGGLE 


ENDLESS 


P0 Box 69601 Stn K, Vancouver BC, V5K 4W7 Canada 




